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thoroughly thrown himself into politics. Even at times
when the welfare of his country appeared to be at
stake lie seemed to be more interested in some
esthetic question than in measures more closely con-
nected with the sphere to which his office assigned him.
It happened not infrequently that while others were
anxiously awaiting the outcome of a political crisis his
thoughts were occupied by an entirely different subject,
so that for instance the verses of some old or new poet
kept running through his head, and were usually recited
by him with much pathos, although they had no visible
connection with the situation of the moment. Abeken,
who hailed from Osnabrlick, was born in 1809.
His education was conducted by his uncle Bernhard
Eudolf Abeken, the philologist and writer on aesthetics,
who lived at Weimar in Schiller's time, and who had
assimilated the style of sentiment which then pre-
vailed there. The nephew afterwards studied theo-
logy, and in 1834 held the position of Chaplain to
the Prussian Embassy in Eome under Josias Bunsen.
He there married an Englishwoman, who was taken
from him by death a few months later. A friend of
Bunsen, whom he followed to London on his transfer
to that post in 1841, and whose views and aspirations
in ecclesiastical matters he shared, Abeken even at
that time devoted himself so far to diplomacy that
he drew up a memorandum on the creation of an
evangelical bishopric in Jerusalem. This id&\ was
regarded with lively sympathy in the most exalted
quarters in Berlin, although, later on, under William I,
it would scarcely have occurred to any one, or have
served as a recommendation for its originator. In this
connection we meet Abeken again among those who
accompanied Professor Lepsius on his exploring tour